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‘llbject: VERIFICATION THAT VESSELS ARE CONDUCTING STEERING TESTS AS 

REQUIRED BY 33 CFR 164.25 

. I HAVE RECEIVED SEVERAL QUESTIONS REGARDING TEE INTEXT OF CAPTAIN 
CALHOUN'S LETTER 16600 TO D8 %O CO's DATED 5 JUNE 1995. 

2.. IT WAS KOT HIS INTENT TO LAUNCh' A NE>! VESSEL EOARDIXG INITIATIVE. HE IV-AS 
SIMPLY STIXJLATING TEOUGiiT AND CO~K%JNICATION AT THE CO LEirEL. 

z -. IT IS NOT OUR INTENT THAT UNITS BOARD VESSELS TO CHECK THEIR PERFORMANCE 
," THESE TESTS. TEESE ITEMS SHOULD BE CHECKED DURING ALL PORT STATE CONTROL 
BOARDINGS ON VESSELS TO WHICH TEE SUBJECT REGULATIONS APPLY. 
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TO SHIP OPERATORS AND OWNERS 

All ship operators and owners are reminded of the requirements cf 
33 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 164.25, "Tests before 
entering or getting underway, 11 and of 33 CFR 160.215 "Notice of 
Hazardous Conditions." 

33 CFR 164.25 requires tests and drills before entering or 
Getting underway on the navigable waters of the United States. 
?hese tests and drills involve steering gear, emergency power, 
main propulsion, and control communications. 

"Before entering... the navigable waters of the United States" 
means prior to entering the territorial sea (three miles). 

"Before... P waters of the United getting underway on the navigabl, 
States" means effectively prior to getting underway frcm any port 
or anchcrage in United States waters. 

The tests must be conducted no more than 12 hours befcre enterinc 
cr getting under-day. 

33 CFR 160.215 requires that the Captain of the Port be notified 
whenever there is a hazardous condition on board a vessel. 

By 33 CFR 160.203, "hazardous condition" means any condition t‘nat 
could adversely affect the safety of the vessel, including 
"damage. " "Damage" includes a malfunction or reduced capacity Of 

_ &. any of the following: 

b) air starting equipment 

c) engine naneuverina and control equipment 

d) steering machinery 

e) vital electri cal generating machinery 

f) primary electrical system 

e) vital control and maneuvering communic- =ticns eguipnent 

Failure to comply with these regulations may result in a civil _ 
penalty of up to $25,000 or criminal penalty which is ecnsiderec 
committi ng a class D felony. 

A copy of these regulations is attached. 

Vessels operating on both the open and confined waters within the 
Eiohth Coast Guard District continue to experience steering and 
main'propulsion faiilures. These failures pose a threat to the 
vessel itself, other traffic, to shoreside facilities, and to the 
environment. 



5 lM.25 Tests before entiring or get- 
ting undersray. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 
(b) and (c) of this section no person 
may cause a vessel to en+%r into or get 
unde.may on the na\-igable waters of 
the United States unless no more than 
12 hours before entering or getting un- 
derxay. the following equipment has 
been tested: 

(1) Primary and secondary swerrng 
gear:The:test procedure includes a.visl 
ual inswction of the steering gear and 
its connecting linkage. and. where ap 
pliable, the oFration of the following: 

(i) Each remote s+&ericg gear control 
sysk.m. 

(ii) Each steering position located on 
the ra\igating bridge. 

(iii) The main steering gear from the 
altznative po%er supply, if ins’talled. 

(in) Ezch rudder 22&e indicator in 
relation to the actual position of the 
rudder. 

(v) Each remote steering gear controi 
sysikn poxer failure alaxn. 

(vi) Each remok s+deri;lq ge?r power 
unit failure alaxn. 

(vii) The full movement of the rudder 
to the required caFbilities of the 
steering gear. 

(2) AAl internal vessel control corn-’ 
mutications and vessel controi alarms. 

(3) Standby or elme,rgency generator, 
for as long as necessary +& shoF proper 
fuc?oning, including s’;eady state 
‘zmpzature 2nd pressure readings. 

(4) S&&rage batteries for emergency 
lighting and poxer sys+&ms in y;essel 

0 

control and propulsion machinery 
spaces. 

(5) Main propulsion machinery, ahead 
and astern. 

(b) Vessels na\?gating on the Great 
Lakes and their connecting and tribu- 
tary w2ters, hating once completed the 
test requirements of this subpart. are 
considered to remain in compliance ; 
until arriving 2t the next port of call ; 
on the Great Lakes. 

(c) Vessels entering the Great Lakes i 
from the St. Lavxence Seaway are con- j 
sidered to be in compliance with this j I 
sub-part if the required tests are con- I 
ducted preparatory to or during the i 
msage of the St. Lawence Seaway or 
within one hour of wsing Wolfe Is- 
land. 

(d) Iio vessel may enter, or be o@r- 
2te"l on the na’;;.gable H-ateArs of the 
Utited States unless the eme,Tency 
stecr;cg drill described be!ov has been 
cocduc~d witk!Li? 42 hours ?rior to 
entry and logged j2 the vessel log~noo’k. 
unless the drill is conducted and logged 
on a regular blcis at least once every 
three months. This diil must inc!ud? 
at 3 miniAmum the folloting: 

(I) Opzntion oi the main steering 
gear from x-ithin the sxtering gear 
cori~pxtment. 

(2) Opsntion oi tke means oi con.mu- 
tications bekeen the ca;igating 
bridge and the s-xz-T;Ing com~cmest. 

(3) Operation oi the alternative power 
suppiy for the s+zz-ing gear if the ves- 
sel is so equipped. 
(0” Sat. 1471 (33 U.S.C. El et seq.); 49 CFR 
1.46(in)(4)) 
[CGD ‘Z-183. 45 FR l&L?‘%. .5hr. ^,C, iS:a. C 
arnezded by CGD Z&X. 49 FR 434%. &c. s. 
SE-!] 

$169215 Notice of hazardous condi- 

tions. 

Whenever there is a hazardous condi- 
tion on board a vessel. the owner. m3~- 
kr, agent or c3,rson in charge Shall im- 
mediately notify the Capkin oi the 
?ort of the port or place of dcsticacicn 
and the Captain of the Port oi the ?orc 
or place in which the vessel is located 
of the hazardous condition. 


